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The Native vote was center stage Tuesday morning at the National Congress of American Indians annual convention in Seattle.
 
Panelists discussed various barriers facing Native voters and efforts to protect Native voting rights.

Matthew Campbell, deputy director, at the Native American Rights Fund was on the panel.

He says the state of the Native vote across the country has its ups and downs.

(Take bite-Matt 1 :33)
“Typically, a voter might choose to only vote in the presidential election every four years. But I think it's really critical to remember that if we elect candidates of our choice in the state legislature, for the school boards, you know, every single race really can make a difference in our lives. You know, if we elect people that lift up and fight for tribal sovereignty at the state level, that's really important. And if we elect people that are aware about our culture and our tradition at the school board level, that's also really important (possible cute for time).”

Jaynie Parrish is the executive director of Arizona Native Vote. She says work on Native voting issues takes place year-round and not just during big election years like presidential or mid-terms.

(Take bite-Jaynie 1 :18)
“Like many issues, uh whether it's tribal sovereignty, climate, there are people constantly working on these issues, whether that's on advocacy side or lobbying or policy. It's the same thing with civic engagement and voting and elections.”

Parrish is a panelist on civic engagement in Indian Country Wednesday afternoon.

Voting is just one of the many issues attendees at the N-C-A-I annual convention are focusing on.

Organizers say this year’s convention is one of its largest in history with more than four thousand people register to attend.


