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INTRO: A new report by the Urban Institute based in Washington D.C. is looking closely at Native American tribes and their continued challenges with broadband infrastructure. KUNM’s Jeanette DeDios spoke with Amanda Hermans, a research associate for the report, on how sovereignty comes into play.


Hermans says, as sovereign nations, Native American tribes have the right to govern their own digital infrastructure, which in the past wasn’t possible. 

This was rooted in a history of you know them not having the ability to take sovereignty over their access to things like broadband and other utilities.

Hermans said broadband providers in the past have not allowed tribes a seat at the table when it came to making decisions on how to serve their communities with internet. But, she says that’s changing and tribes are building expertise in broadband construction -- and taking back control of these plans. But that doesn’t mean they have to do it by themselves.

Some tribes, depending, you know, on their priorities, may not have the desire or the capacity to do that all themselves and there's also a lot to be gained by partnering with knowledgeable industry experts and maybe contracting out some of those services or roles to bolster their capacity. 

She says building broadband infrastructure on tribal lands is crucial on many levels -- and can help bring in revenue and create jobs for tribal members.

For National Native News, I’m Jeanette DeDios
