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HOST INTRO: The Native village of Klukwan, just north of Haines, Alaska is grappling with landslide risk that's intensifying with climate change. It’s also posing a major obstacle to the community’s growth. 

The village is in the thick of a research project to better understand the threat. And as Avery Ellfeldt reports for the Alaska Desk, residents hope the information will guide housing development in the years to come. 
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Decades ago in the Chilkat Valley, heavy rains would send mudflows tumbling down the Takshanuk Mountains, over the international highway, and into Klukwan.
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Dan Hotch remembers it well. He says the slides in the ‘70s, ‘80s and ‘90s would  damage buildings – and send rocks and mud under the deck of his family’s home. 
	
“Growing up as a kid, we hated August and September weather because we knew the rains were coming and we knew the water was coming down (:12 )

About 25 years ago, a community member built a berm to direct the debris  away from the village. It worked, says Hotch, who is now an environmental specialist with the Chilkat Indian Village. 

But that’s starting to shift as the slide path evolves – and in some instances points the sediment back toward Klukwan.

That has major implications for the community’s long-term future. The tribe wants to expand the village, which is currently home to roughly 90 residents. But the major question is where new housing should go amid intensifying landslide risk.

The conundrum isn’t isolated to Klukwan. Communities around the world are scrambling to figure out how to protect homes – and build new ones – as natural disasters intensify with climate change. 

In the Chilkat Valley, work is already underway to better understand – and reduce – those risks.
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That’s Josh Roering, a University of Oregon-based geomorphologist involved in the project. Walking through a dense patch of forest on a recent field visit to Klukwan, he points to little black boxes strapped high on trees. 	Comment by Kirsten Dobroth: He points to little black boxes strapped to trees on a recent visit to Klukwan.

“These are called infrasound sensors … they're recording things that we are not hearing, but are happening in the environment.” (:15)

The tribe will ideally be able to use the information to plan new berms, support grant applications and support safe community development. 

Hotch says that could encourage tribal members to move home. That idea is personal. He moved back to Klukwan about a decade ago, after spending a number of years in Oregon for boarding school, and later for work

“It’s great to be home. We need more people back at home.” (:05)

The ongoing research  is an early step in that direction. 

In Klukwan, I’m Avery Ellfeldt.
